
Statement by Jonathan Maciel Penney 
 
This past summer, Councilman Zipprich and his majority fired the Borough Attorney, leaving 
our town without counsel for an entire month. Mayor Menna called this a lack of transparency, 
courtesy, or decency. He was right. This was exactly the chaos that Red Bank voters are fed up 
with, and why I am running for Council.  
 
I recently filed an OPRA request and obtained e-mails showing how Councilman Zipprich and 
his allies conspired to set up this firing. What I found is troubling. 
 
First, it looks like this firing was in the works by Councilmen Zipprich and Ballard for over a 
month. On June 22, 2022, Borough Attorney Greg Cannon e-mailed Councilmen Zipprich and 
Ballard asking if he should even be attending the meeting and that there was no resolution listed 
on the agenda. He must have been referencing a resolution to fire him, which didn't get approved 
at that meeting. 
 
Fast forward a few weeks. 
 
The day before the July 13, 2022 meeting, July 12, 2022, an e-mail shows that Councilmembers 
Ballard, Sturdivant, and Zipprich called and met with Attorney Cannon to demand his 
termination. They then had Attorney Cannon prepare a resolution for his own firing. Attorney 
Cannon then sent the resolution over and thanked the Council for his years of service in an e-
mail.  
 
What did Councilman Zipprich do? He forwarded the firing resolution to the Administrator and 
Clerk, copying his allies on Council, but excluding his adversaries, who were left in the dark.  
 
Next, Councilman Zipprich sent a new email to the Administrator and Clerk attaching a 
resolution to appoint Scott Salmon. This email copied Councilmembers Ballard, Sturdivant, and 
Mirandi – a quorum – and even copied Scott Salmon, who wasn’t even appointed – but excluded 
Mayor Menna, Councilwoman Horgan, or Councilwoman Triggiano. 
 
Even more concerning, on the day of the meeting, at 11:58 am, Councilman Zipprich forwarded 
an e-mail containing agenda updates to Scott Salmon before Salmon was even considered by 
the Council for appointment as Borough Attorney. Salmon responded at 12:35pm saying "Great, 
thanks. You're all good for tonight otherwise?" 
 
These e-mails show how Councilman Zipprich and his majority conspired behind closed doors to 
fire the Borough Attorney, likely violating the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
So, in the interests of transparency, I am calling for the Council to authorize an investigation into 
the firing of the Borough Attorney. I think this investigation should look into several things.  
 
First, did any confidential information get shared by Councilman Zipprich to Attorney Scott 
Salmon, considering Mr. Salmon was sent Borough correspondence but was never actually 
appointed as Borough Attorney?  



 
Second, did Councilman Zipprich and his allies violate the Open Public Meetings Act with their 
discussions to fire the Borough Attorney outside of a public meeting?  
 
Third, how did this firing get placed on an agenda without the Mayor knowing about it well in 
advance? 
 
Beyond the investigation, I would also like to ask a question to Councilwoman Mirandi. Now 
that we know that Councilmembers Zipprich, Ballard, and Sturdivant all spoke with Greg 
Cannon to fire him, I ask you if you ever discussed the firing of Greg Cannon or appointment of 
Scott Salmon with any fellow Council members or Mr. Cannon before the July 12 Council 
meeting? And why did you vote in lock-step with Councilman Zipprich to fire the Borough 
Attorney under this troubling cloud of suspicion, without even having an executive session 
discussion?  
 
 



 



 



 



 


