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Jared J. Rumage, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools  
 
October 25, 2021 
 
Honorable Mayor Pasquale Menna 
Members of the Red Bank Borough Council 
90 Monmouth Street 
Red Bank, NJ 07701 
 
Dear Mayor Menna and Council Members, 
 
I am writing as a follow up to my September 15, 2021, communication regarding the renewal application of the 
Red Bank Charter School. I am assuming that communication was received and reviewed, and that the 
Borough Council will strongly consider supporting the endeavor of the Red Bank Borough Public Schools. 
 
On October 15, 2021, The Red Bank Charter School submitted its application for a five-year renewal to the New 
Jersey Department of Education. As noted previously, The Red Bank Borough Board of Education is strongly 
opposed to this renewal for various reasons and will petition the New Jersey Department of Education’s (NJ 
DOE) Acting Commissioner of Education to deny this request. It is the Board of Education’s intent to create a 
single public school district to serve our community. On Tuesday, August 31, 2021, the Red Bank Borough 
Board of Education passed a resolution expressing its strong opposition to the renewal. A copy of this 
resolution was included in my earlier communication. 
 
In addition to the wealth of information previously shared, I would like to offer the following points. For one, 
the students of the Red Bank Borough Public Schools have demonstrated strong academic performance for an 
extended period of time and as a district, we continue to offer a robust menu of instructional and extra-
curricular programming. We do everything the Charter School does better - plus we do more. Our long list of 
awards is proof of this, and I believe the talented staff we have assembled here in Red Bank has set us up for 
long-term success. Although compelling, the performance piece is really the third most important piece of 
evidence to support a single public school district in Red Bank. 
 
The second most important argument is the financial impact on the taxpayers of Red Bank. A comprehensive 
financial assessment completed by HFA based on a five-year period delineates $2,000,000 in ANNUAL 
redundant costs. We have nationally recognized leaders (2), NJ DOE Exemplary Educators (8), the 2021 
Monmouth County Teacher of the Year, and the prestigious NJ DOE Lighthouse District recognition - so why 
should we support the fiscal irresponsibility generated by a bifurcated system in this small borough? It is 
completely inefficient. 
 
And of course, the most important argument is social. For nearly 25 years, the existence of this school has 
resulted in a segregated public school system. The average White population at the Charter School over their 
history is just under 50%. For our school system, it is just under 12%. This is not a cherry-picked stat - it is 
nearly a quarter of a century worth of evidence. Moreover, when the Charter School opened it was 59% White - 
the Public Schools were 59% Black at the time. The reason this Charter School opened is perfectly clear. In 
many cases, NJ public schools are segregated based on zip code. Here in Red Bank, we are fortunate to have 
this diverse community, yet we have recklessly added and condoned a structure that eliminates the opportunity 
for ALL students to enjoy a diverse educational experience.  
 
 



 
Once again, on behalf of our Board of Education and our school community, I am requesting the support of the 
Red Bank Borough Council in this endeavor. Specifically, we ask that you consider, as soon as possible based 
on your protocol but no later than November 10, 2021, a resolution similar to the one passed by our Board of 
Education. Again, this is not a charter school debate, it is about fiscal wellness, social justice, and our moral 
compass. I already think we are the best school district in America but integrating our schools will prove it.  
 
Please feel free to reach out with any clarifying questions or if you require additional information. My cell 
phone is 732.859.5571. I believe this an important moment in Red Bank history. We have a moral obligation as 
leaders to right wrongs and we have an opportunity to do so. Thank you for your thorough and thoughtful 
consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jared J. Rumage, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

cc:  Senator Vin Gopal, NJ Legislative District 11 
 Dr. Frederick Stone, Board of Education President, Red Bank Borough Public Schools 

 

 


