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“Let’s Get Moving!”

November 19, 2021

Pamela Borghi, RMC, CMR, PIO, Borough Clerk
Borough of Red Bank
90 Monmouth Street
Red Bank, NJ 07701

Dear Ms. Borghi:

Since 1998, Red Bank Charter School has provided our diverse families with an excellent,
student-centered educational experience. Now, more than ever, we are providing extra social
emotional support to our families to address trauma and learning delays due to the global
pandemic. Parents know their children best. Parents have the right to choose the best education
for their children that meet their individual needs and we stand with our families to exercise their
right to choose our school.

At Red Bank Charter School, we have done our best to avoid the “us vs. them” rhetoric.
Unfortunately, that is not possible when Superintendent Jared Rumage has called on the
Department of Education to shut down our school. I am writing to you today to address Dr.
Rumage’s false comments regarding our beloved school community and to set the record
straight.

We ask that you vote down Resolution NO. 21-299 which supports the closure of our school.

Student Demographics
Our 200-student public charter school is 60% Latino and Black. Dr. Rumage’s false claims
of segregation have long been disproven. Our school does not cause or exacerbate segregation in
Red Bank. Our student population directly reflects the racial and ethnic breakdown of families in
Red Bank. 53% of our students are Latino, 7% are Black, 40% are White, and 1% are Asian.
These demographics directly mirror the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey
results which show that Red Bank’s overall school-age population in grades K-8 is 54% Latino,
6% Black, and 40% White.

Red Bank Charter School has done extensive outreach to the entire community population and
continues to conduct a weighted lottery to increase the number of low-income students and
Latino students at our school. Any student that comes from a low-income background gets a
weighted preference to get into our school which is based on a random lottery system. We
are a public school and there are no tests or admissions criteria to attend Red Bank Charter
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School. Our school is reflective of the families in Red Bank and we are proud of the diverse
student population that we serve. Rather than disparaging our families, Red Bank Charter School
should be celebrated for serving a diverse student population that mirrors Red Bank’s school-age
population in grades PK-8.

Taxes
Red Bank Charter School is not to blame for tax increases in Red Bank. With the passage of
Senate Bill 2 in 2018, the state’s updated school funding law, Red Bank has seen significant
increases in state support for its public schools – both district and charter. Senate Bill 2 intends
for funding to follow the child; funding belongs to children, not institutions. It is important to
note that public charter school students are included in the district enrollment count when the
state calculates the amount of state aid, or Equalization aid, that will be given to Red Bank.
These funds are intended to pass-through to the charter school to serve the students enrolled at
Red Bank Charter School.

Red Bank has seen their state Equalization aid increase by 30% (+$1,315,149) relative to last
year ($5,647,167 in FY22 compared to $4,332,018 in FY21). This has benefitted both the
District and Red Bank Charter School. By law, charter schools receive 90% of district
Equalization aid per-pupil under the law. If district Equalization aid increases, the amount
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ultimately transferred to charter schools will increase as well. The total aid increase year over
year to charter schools was just $305,000. Red Bank’s total Equalization aid increase year over
year was $1.3 million. Additionally, the local tax levy was increased by $363,000. Red Bank’s
total revenue increase was $1.7 million year over year while charter payments increased by just
$305,000 (12.3%) over the same period.

Charter school payments are based on the pre-budget year local levy amount. The local levy
increase for FY22 did not impact Red Bank’s charter payments in FY22 in any way. The sole
contributing factor for the increased payments to charter schools was the substantial increase in
state Equalization aid received by Red Bank which is also passed on to charter schools for the
students they enroll. The increase in pass-through payments to charter schools lies in the fact that
charter school students are included in the district enrollment count when the state calculates the
amount of state aid that will be given to Red Bank. When the state determined there would be a
$1.3 million increase in Equalization aid to Red Bank, they did so knowing that some of the
increase would be passed on to the charter schools where those students were enrolled.

The $363,065 increase in Local Levy for FY22 was simply a blanket 2% increase — the
maximum allowed in the absence of any cap waivers. Red Bank’s decision to increase the levy
cannot be blamed on Red Bank Charter School.

At Red Bank Charter School, we are extremely proud of the education we provide to our
families. We welcome future dialogue with you to discuss the facts about our school and we hope
that you will support our school through the reauthorization process with the State Department of
Education. Families who choose to attend Red Bank Charter School, a tuition-free public school,
are simply doing what they think is best for their children. We should not punish families for
making a decision that best meets their needs.

Our request is that the Council votes down Resolution NO. 21-299 which supports the closure of
Red Bank Charter School. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions
and we look forward to working with you on behalf of all families in Red Bank.

Sincerely,

Kristen Martello, Ed.D.
Head of School
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